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Long Island’s Water Quality 
is Worse Than NYC’s

by Haizhi Yang

     Iranian women, in an act of righteous anger, cut their hair and 
burned hijabs for the world to see. Mass reports of outrage across the 
country mark the Islamic regime’s most dire challenge in years. What is 
happening in Iran, and why?
     The protests started with the death of Mahsa Amini, who was travel-
ling to Tehran so she could visit extended family. As she walked with her 
brother, the Morality Police caught her “not wearing the hijab properly.” 
They took her away to re-educate her about the Islamic dress code. But 
only mere hours later, she was pronounced dead. Police said that the 
cause of death was due to a sudden heart attack- a 22 year old girl with 
zero medical conditions. Though this was already very suspicious, the 
people noticed something else unusual. Mahsa’s family released a photo 
of her whilst she was in coma (despite official’s efforts), and there was 
blood in her ear, a sign of concussion. 
     People protested the compulsory hijab, taking to the streets, burning 
them, holding signs. Unfortunately, the police intervened, and started 
unleashing terror on the crowd. “[The security forces] use a variety of 
weapons to suppress the people — from plastic to lead pellets to Ka-
lashnikovs, even sniper fire,” an Iranian doctor told CBS news. Injured 
protestors can only seek private clinics in fear of further brutality, some 
asking doctors in the United States of help online. 
     Nika Shikarami, a teenage Iranian girl, fell victim to the police as 
well.She had reportedly burned her headscarf, and the same happened 
to her as Mahsa. Her mother said that her injuries didn’t line up with 
the police report that she fell off a building.”Women like Mahsa and Nika 
have become the faces and hashtags of this movement because their 
cold and violent deaths clearly illustrate the brutality of this regime 
against all of its constituents, but also underscores how this regime is 
fixated on controlling and repressing young women who are only asking 
for their basic freedoms,” Foreign Desk editor-in-chief Lisa Daftari said 
to Fox News.
     Now Iran has shut off the internet and cut all access from it to conceal 
police brutality, and killed around 185 people since the protests began. 
Chants of “Death to Khamenei,” referring to Iran’s supreme leader, are 
heard throughout the streets. 
     Iran needs support now more than ever, and their voices will not go 
unheard. Spread awareness of what is happening, and donate to sourc-
es if the opportunity affords you. The death of Mahsa Amini and many 
others won’t be forgotten as they struggle for freedom.

Soup is Thrown on Van Gogh’s Painting by Activists
by Haizhi Yang
In London’s national gallery, two young women 
threw tomato soup onto Van Gogh’s famous artwork, 
“Sunflowers.” This was to protest the production of 
fossil fuels. After throwing soup at the painting, as 
security was coming to get them, they superglued 
themselves to the wall. These two activists, Phoebe Plum-
mer and Anna Holland were arrested.

Mahsa Amini: Say Her 
Name
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by Annie Yu

The roar of subways, groans of 
buses, honks of cars, and air 
jammed with traffic – New York 
City is no doubt polluted. Yet, a 
study has shown that the busy 
city holds the cleanest water in 
the state. And who holds the dirti-
est? Yep. Long Island.This grating 
fact gives rise to many questions: 
What makes NYC’s water so se-
cure? Why is Long Island’s water 
contaminated? And most impor-
tantly, how can we improve the 
quality of our water? 

New York City’s Water Process
Most of NYC’s water is transport-
ed from upstate watersheds, a 
trip more than a hundred miles 
away. The journey is also natural, 
fueled solely by gravity. More 
than 600,000 tests are 
performed on the water 
to prove its cleanliness. 
The water endures a 
further examination for 
over 250 variables and 
contaminants. Howev-
er, just to make sure, 
the liquid has added 
chlorine (kills parasites 
and viruses), ortho-
phosphate (provides a 
shield to prevent risky 
water lines containing lead), and 
UV-light (removes microbiological 
bacteria). Finally, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion dredges in some food grade 
phosphoric acid (strengthens 
taste), sodium hydroxide (raises 
pH level), and fluoride (avoids 
tooth decay). By that point, NYC 
is so confident that the water isn’t 
required to go under a filtration 
system. A report from 2018 dis-
closed that the great city spent 
over $1 billion establishing the 
safety of drinking water.

Long Island’s Water Contamina-
tion
Long Island’s water isn’t derived 
from a north ot south trek. In-
stead, it comes from groundwater 
aquifers, buried 2000 feet un-
derground. Cesspools and septic 
systems, along with fertilizers 
and air pollution, exacerbated 
nitrate levels in the groundwa-
ter. An assessment from Stony 
Brook University found that 
excessive nitrogen created toxic 
algae blooms in every cove and 
delta of Long Island. Toxic algae 
blooms not only lower oxygen lev-
els from bottom waters, but can 

also negatively affect both human 
and animal health. It’s influencing 
the habitat of marine life, with 
incidences of brown/red tide re-
sulting in the decline of seagrass, 
scallops, and clams. In 2019, more 
than 250 groundwater sites were 
tainted with chemicals. The main 
group of chemicals are volatile or-
ganic compounds which are used 
in manufactured products. Asso-
ciate Professor of Environmental 
Technology and Sustainability 
Sarah Meyland states that re-
gional industries throughout the 
years are what may have caused 
the chemicals in the water.  

What is being done and what 
could be done?
New York State has taken the first 
step issuing millions of dollars 
for sewage treatment as well as 

different technology 
for drinking water. 
During February 
2022, the Nassau 
County Legislature 
funded an addition-
al $2 million for 
nitrogen-reducing 
septic systems. 
Recently, Governor 
Kathy Hochul has 
announced that 

$176 million will be poured into 
improving water infrastructure, 
ensuring residents access to clean 
and safe water. As inhabitants of 
Long Island, there are also many 
things we can do to help. Replac-
ing our cesspools with brand 
new water systems can greatly 
improve the condition of wastewa-
ter. Using less gardening chemi-
cals will alleviate water pollution. 
Another option is resorting to 
drought resistant plants such as 
coneflower, lavender, and catmint. 
We can take some time out of our 
day to clean beaches, plant more 
green spaces, and overall spend 
our lives protecting the environ-
ment.
New York City applies numerous 
treatments and bills to boost their 
water quality while also eliminat-
ing impurity around water sourc-
es upstate. Long Island’s water 
comes straight down below, where 
contamination caused by human 
activity can easily reach it. How-
ever, it’s important to understand 
that actions can be reversible if 
enough attention is devoted to the 
problem. Having knowledge and 
becoming aware of our situation is 
the root of solutions.
Image: https://www.freepik.com/vectors/
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Late Fall 2022Editorials 

by Elaine Bai and Maya Deitz

     Chicken?  Egg?  
     Both choices are plausible and 
both of them have sensible expla-
nations. 
     If you thought that the egg 
came first, you might’ve said this: 
The chicken may have come first 
to lay the egg, but how would the 
chicken be born without an egg?     
     However, you can say that the 
egg that the chicken was born 
from also came from another 
chicken. It’s all a cycle, with dif-
ferent reasons repeating back and 
forth. 
     These are the questions we 
know you ponder at 3 AM when 
you’re supposed to be asleep. We 
all know there’s no true answer, 
yet studies show that the egg most 
likely came first. But how did 
that idea generate? This chicken 
versus the egg question basically 
asks, “How did the chicken really 
come to be?”  Well that’s  what 
we’re here to settle.
     First, if the chicken came first, 
why? Why would the chicken 
come first when the egg came 
first? Well, it is believed that the 
chicken came first, not the egg. 

      Which Came First: The Chicken or      
                            the Egg?

     However, the egg really could 
have come first. The website, ‘Tree 
Hugger” states that, “Basically, 
many, many moons ago there was a 
chicken-like bird. It was genetically 
close to a chicken but wasn’t a full-
blown chicken yet. The video calls 
it a proto-chicken. So the proto-hen 
laid an egg, and the proto-rooster 
fertilized it. But when the genes 
from ma and pa almost-chicken 
fused, they combined in a new way, 
creating a mutation that acciden-
tally made the baby different from 
its parents.”
     With that theory in mind, the 
chicken AND the egg came first. 
Yet studies believe that a chemical-
ly-made egg came first. 
Hmmm...what do YOU think? Did 
the chicken come first, or the egg?
 
IMAGE CREDITS - Clockwise Soft-
ware
QUOTE CREDITS - Tree Hugger

by Elaine Bai

     There’s Math. There’s 
English, Social Studies, and 
Science. There’s even Music, 
Art, World Language, Tech-
nology, and Physical Edu-
cation. But a lot isn’t there. 
There’s a lot of regular aca-
demic work and classes, and 
even Family and Consumer 
Sciences. But what re-
ally helps you prepare 
for adult life? What 
school subjects help 
you in life? You might 
think… not a lot, right? 
Wrong.  There are a lot.
     Imagine you’re a 
child named Jenny. Jenny 
takes elementary school and 
middle school. She studies 
hard in high school, and gets 
good grades on her SATs 
and other tests. She gradu-
ates from a good college and 
moves on to adult life… with 
no helpful information. No 

knowledge of how to apply for 
a job, how to pay taxes, basi-
cally no knowledge on how to 
move ahead with her life. 
Why is that? 
Because school doesn’t teach 
things like Financial Litera-
cy and how to apply for a job 
and save up your money to 
be successful in life. Which 
brings me to my topic… what 

school subject(s) 
should there be but 
aren’t there in Great 
Neck?
Financial Literacy… 
duh! Learning about 
taxes, stocks, and 
others will help you 

escape debt. Knowing how 
to stay afloat financially is 
a huge part of surviving in 
the “real world,” especially 
with college loans, credit card 
debt, and inflation being huge 
stressors in our world today. 
That is why schools should 
teach Financial Literacy.

Our Current School Subjects Don’t 
Cover Everything

We Need More 
School Days!

by Ryan Tsai

     Remember the time when the 
school had our first fun School 
Day? During School Day, the 
first thing that we did was play 
charades. This got everyone up 
and moving.
     Instating more fun School 
Days is beneficial for three main 
reasons: It is a refreshing break 
from academic tasks, it fosters 
stronger student-teacher re-
lationships, and it promotes a 
healthier school environment.
     School can be a nightmare 
if all you do is get good grades, 
remember not to be late, and 
complete homework on time. 
Therefore, having a School Day 
would give your mind a break 
from all of these tasks. 
     Too much work can lead to 
lots of stress. That damages the 
way that you learn for the rest 
of your life. During School Day, 
there can be some education or 
life lessons mixed in with the fun 
assignment or game. Your brain 
learns better after getting up to 
exercise or taking a break. That 
is why an academic break is an 
excellent activity to have.
     Furthermore, School Day is 
very beneficial to students’ en-
gagement in class. During School 
Day, students and teachers get to 
know each other even better. For 
example, students realize that 
their impression of one teacher 
was wrong and teachers would 
realize that what they think 
about a student isn’t completely 
bad. (Having fun can have that 
effect on people!)  A student’s 
participation in class relies 
entirely on whether they are will-
ing to make a mistake in front of 
their peers and their teachers. 
     This means that having a 
relaxing environment is key to 
a student’s participation. In a 
fun environment, many people 
aren’t afraid to make mistakes. 
Many students realize that other 
students can make mistakes too,  
and they will be more likely to 
raise their hands instead of fear-
ing that they would get judged 
by their errors. Research shows 
that you are more likely to retain 
information if you combine it 
with a fun activity. Studies show 
that when students learn while 
they are relaxed they are more 
likely to remember it and get 
better grades.
          It is important to have more 
School Days for many reasons: 
it gives students and teachers 
a mental break, helps students 
participate, and creates stron-
ger bonds between students and 
teachers. Most of all, it creates 
a fun and relaxing environment 
that everyone can enjoy. 

Flag Quiz
by Mark Li
Can you name the European 
flags?
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by Sahil Gupta and Haizhi Yang

There are many monsters 
throughout the world and its 
history. Here are just some of 
the countless beasts that lurk 
throughout humankind’s night-
mares.

The Wendigo
Originating not from Europe, 

but from the Native American 
tribes of the Great Lakes, it is 
a malevolent spirit which pos-
sesses human beings. It’s said 
to make their 
host desire can-
nibalism, and 
increase theor 
host’s greed 
and hunger. 
Some depic-
tions of the 
Wendigo are 
due to Europeans bringing were-
wolf legends to the Natives, as at 
times it’s described to be a ginor-
mous humanoid. Upon its arrival, 
you feel fear.

The Hellhound
This creature does not have 

a commonplace origin, as it’s 
found in mythologies around the 
world (Greek, Norse, English, 

Celtic, etc.). They are known as a 
servant or guardian of hell, and 

are said to be 
supernatu-
rally strong, 
with dark, 
overgrown 
fur. They were 
popularized 
in modern 

culture thanks to Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s “Hound of the Basker-
villes,” a Sherlock Holmes story 
featuring this animal.

The Basilisk
The basilisk is a creature that 

originated in Medieval Europe. 
It is a giant serpent whose name 
means “serpent king” in ancient 
Greek. The basilisk is rumored to 
have a killing gaze. This means 
with even a slight look into your 
eyes, your life can 
come to an end. 
Its venom is also 
rumored to be so 
deadly that if a 
knight on a horse 
tries to kill it, the 
knight and the 
horse would both be killed.

Check out three more beasts 
in edition 2!

Three Monsters Around the World 
That We Don’t Know About: Part 1

by Calvin Aung 

     Movies. We all have seen good 
movies...and bad ones. Movies 
are one of the best artistic pieces 
made by human creativity. This 
was true, until now. 
     Nowadays, when you watch 
a movie, it’s either a sequel or 
a cliche. What happened to the 
movies that would give an origi-
nal story? What happened to the 
stories that weren’t afraid to go 
further than ever before? Where 
did the talent go? We’ve 
asked these questions as 
the movies started to pro-
gressively get forgettable, 
so what’s the cause? Why 
are movies so uninteresting 
these days? The one most 
notorious company that 
highlights all the problems 
in movies in the present is 
Disney.
Diversity
     Most movies aren’t interesting, 
not because of who made them, 
but because of the problems in 
the industry. One problem that 
companies have is forced diversi-
ty. Forced diversity and diversity 
are two different things that are 
either good or bad for a movie.
Coco is a great movie which does 
not have forced diversity and 
doesn’t just push the culture to 
the side. Encanto is a movie with 
diversity that could be pushed 
aside easily and the story would 
not be affected. These two movies 
are made by the same company, 
Disney, but differ in how they 
tackle diversity. While they de-
pict Central and South American 
cultures, Coco actually makes be-
ing Mexican unchangeable. Coco 
is about the most well known part 
of the Mexican culture: the Day 
of the Dead. This part of the story 
cannot be changed with other 
cultures. You couldn’t change the 
race of the main character with, 
for example, an Asian person, 
because their way of celebrating 
the dead is not even close to how 
The Day of The Dead is told. 
     Encanto, on the other hand, 
has a Colombian culture that 
could be replaced entirely and the 
story would be almost the same 
(other than the names of people 
and objects). Encanto doesn’t 
need the culture; you can make 
the characters Black, Asian, Indi-
an, Irish, or British and the story 
is still the same. These movies 
are good examples of what to do 
and what not to do with diversity. 
Comedy
     Comedy is one of the most fa-
mous genres in cinema. So when 
you are watching a comedy, you 

expect jokes. However, you don’t 
expect jokes in a serious Marvel 
movie. Movies that aren’t even 
a comedy movie have comedy in 
them; some movies can work with 
this well, but others not as much. 
A great example of this is in Thor: 
Love and Thunder. This movie is 
about Thor trying to stop Gorr 
the God Butcher. This is a pretty 
dark topic if you think about it; 
however, this movie takes this 
heavy concept and pushes it aside 
for comedy. A movie that does 

not overuse comedy is 
The Incredibles, which 
uses comedy to make 
you laugh, but still is 
serious enough to feel 
normal. 
Nostalgia 
     This section is en-
tirely made for Disney, 
because Disney can’t 

get enough of itself. Disney has 
been making movies that either 
were remakes or spin-offs of our 
beloved franchises (Star Wars, 
Marvel, older Disney movies). 
These movies are the pinnacle 
of unoriginality, and, for some 
reason, they keep coming. Mov-
ies like Cruella, Mulan, and The 
Lion King. These movies are all 
remakes of older movies made 
for profit only. Cruella is based 
off of the 101 Dalmatians villain, 
Cruella De Vil. While the movie is 
unoriginal, it’s hated not because 
it is about a villain, but because it 
is about Cruella. Cruella is a bad 
villain to use as a hero because 
she was a literal dog killer.      
     So what is the problem with 
The Lion King and  Mulan? The 
two movies were not meant to be 
made in live action. While ani-
mation is colorful and flexible in 
production, live action restricts 
the actors’ abilities.  So Mulan 
is restricted to what the actress 
could do, making it worse.
     So, in all, movies are getting 
worse as time goes by, not be-
cause of the actors or the produc-
tion, but mainly because of the 
greed in movie making. Compa-
nies force movies to have diversi-
ty which causes problems in rele-
vance. They force comedy which 
causes problems in the story. And 
they remake movies for the sweet 
nostalgia that everyone loves. 

Movies Are Not What 
They Used to Be

by Mark Li

The world has begun a new age 
of innovation. But with these 
successes, the environment is 
severely harmed by the actions 
we make for our benefit. Car-
bon dioxide and other harmful 
greenhouse gasses are constantly 
released in large quantities into 
the atmosphere. Life on Earth 
has changed due to the misuse of 
materials. Some of these victims 
are animals, suffering through 
global warming, melting ice caps, 
air pollution, land pollution, noise 
pollution, and sea pollution. Some 
of these animals are affected so 
drastically that they are on the 
brink of extinction.
According to wwf.com.uk, here 
are three of the most endangered 
animals.

1. Javan Rhinos
These endangered rhinos used to 
roam throughout Southeast Asia, 
but due to human ac-
tivity, such as hunt-
ing and habitat loss, 
their population and 
territory was greatly 
reduced. This caused 
a drastic decline 
in the population, and now, only 
around 75 of these rhinos exist, 

trapped on the island of Java, 
Indonesia.
2. Amur Leopard
Although their population seems 
to be increasing due to the steep 
decline of the population of 
this animal, there are still only 

around 100 Amur 
Leopards left in the 
wild. These animals 
can only be found in 
Eastern Russia and 
Northeastern China 
now. However, they 

live in many protected areas 
of these countries, which can 
potentially cause an increase in 
their population.

3. Sunda Island Tiger
This tiger, like all the other ani-
mals on this list, has a critically 
endangered status. These ani-
mals are still rapidly decreasing 
in population due to an increase 
in poaching and deforestation. 
Their habitat is 
in evergreen for-
ests and swamp 
forests, but they 
now only live 
on the island of 
Sumatra. Today, 
less than 400 of 
these tigers are alive.

Endangered Species

Photo credits for this page:
Imdb.com
www.worldwildlife.org
www.wikipedia.org
https://vovatia.wordpress.
com/2011/11/19/where-
the-wendigo-is-going/
gbf.wiki/basilisk
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We have had many causes for celebration at South Middle over the past 
several months.  We hope you enjoy reliving these moments.

Pirate Day: 9/19
School Day: 9/23

Diwali: 10/24

Thank you, Peer 
Leaders, for helping 
set up School Day!

Halloween 

        Veterans Day

Thank you, Team Hero, for helping SMS celebrate Veterans Day!



Field Trips at SMSPage 5 Late Fall 2022

Students at South Middle have had the opportunity to explore life outside of 
the classroom walls.  What great experiences SMS has to offer!

                                                                                    

ENL students visit a 
variety of locations 

throughout Great 
Neck.

Eighth grade teams 
A and C visited 
NYC’s Highline, 
Little Island, Chel-
sea Market, and the 
Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art.

The 6th grade White 
Team and the 7th 
grade Team Hero 
visited The Bronx 
Zoo.



SMS Student 
Government

Page 6 Late Fall 2022

The Student Government advisors applaud every single candidate who went through the process of run-
ning for a Student Government position.  Putting yourself out these takes confidence, conviction, and 
courage.
The Student Givernment advisors also want to commend all SMS students who used their vote to voice 
their choice.
And the winers of this year’s 2022-23 Student Government election are: Bryan Cheng, Maureen Bai, 
Avery Zhou, and Jospehine Wong.  Find out more about these student leaders below!

Bryan Cheng, President

Why did you choose to run 
for President of South Mid-
dle School?
I chose to run for SMS School 
President because I want to 
see change in this school. 
There are so many unresolved 
issues that I wanted to solve. 
But I couldn’t. Now that I 
have been elected, I will work 
tirelessly to implement solu-
tions to quickly resolve these 
issues.

How do you want to use your 
power to make this school a 
better place?
With my power I will make 
everyone’s day at school a 
more enjoyable one. I aim to 
improve the cafeteria, water 
fountains, and bathrooms. I 
also will make sure that many 
fundraising events happen, 
such as bake sales, boutiques 
and more.

How will you make sure that 
the president/vice-president 
is a successful and produc-
tive relationship? 
I think cooperation and col-
laboration are important so I 
will try my best to work with 
other members of student 
government to get things 
done efficiently as well as 
effectively. By brainstorming 
ideas and implementing them 
together student government 
will be better as a whole.

What do you want to say to 
all of the students of SMS- 
both the ones who voted for 
you, as well as the ones who 
didn’t?
To all the students that voted 
for me, thank you for your 
support, I will try my best to 
do the things you guys want 
that are reasonable. To the 
people who didn’t vote for me, 
I hope I will not disappoint 
you further and I assure you, 
I will work just as hard for 
your needs.

What is your favorite way to 
cook a potato?
I like my potatoes fried or stir 
fried, baked potatoes are good 
too. Potatoes are good in any 
form honestly.

Maureen Bai, Vice-President

Why did you choose to run 
for Vice-President rather 
than President?

Interesting question! I was 
very indecisive between pick-
ing between Vice and Presi-
dent. Ultimately, it came down 
to what I wanted and what I 
could achieve. Being president 
would be wonderful, yet many 
of the presidential candi-
dates were tough competi-
tors. Everyone’s campaigns 
were certainly very strong, 
and everyone did beautiful-

ly. Additionally, Vice is also a 
leadership position, one that I 
am more than happy to take. :) 
Vice is certainly a very admi-
rable position... I’m so glad I 
decided to run! 

What goals do you have to 
help SMS become a better 
place?
I want to make sure SMS is a 
comfortable place for all of us 
where we can learn and also 
have a good time. I know it 
certainly isn’t always the case, 
but school should be some-
thing (besides waking up in 
the morning) to be a part of 
the day everyone enjoys with 
our friends, while also being 
studious and communicating 
our concerns with our teach-
ers. To accomplish that, we 
need fun activities students 
will look forward to. I would 
like to tackle some points in 
my speech like coming up 
with an improved spirit week, 
better candy for our beloved 
candy grams, picking sports 
the student body would love 
for Field Day, board games for 
Advisories, and so much more! 
If you have any ideas, don’t be 
shy - send me an email!

At the end of the school year, 
how will you know that you 
have been a success in your 
position?
Satisfaction means a lot to 
me, so I’d love to take a poll to 
ask the students how Student 

Government did at the end of 
the year. In my eyes, chang-
ing what the school already 
does well and improving them 
would show our success. 
Everyone’s happy memories 
at fun events would make me 
extremely proud & glad to see, 
and I feel that would show the 
Student Government’s success 
as a whole. 

What do you want others to 
know about you?
I would like you guys to know 
that I am an approachable 
person to talk to and certainly 
very extroverted and energet-
ic. Don’t be afraid to shoot me 
a quick comment or email. Get 
to know me more! I’d love to 
know the school on a more per-
sonal level, so please say hello! 

Please include a picture 
of your cat.  How does she 
feel about your position as 
Vice-President?
April is certainly very pleased 
and couldn’t believe I pulled it 
off amongst many exceptional 
candidates. April & I both wish 
you guys an excellent day.  :)

Avery Zhou, Treasurer

Why did you choose to run 
for treasurer?
I choose to run for treasurer 
because as I mentioned in my 
speech, I took a class, and it 
really inspired me to run.

What do you hope to accom-
plish in your new position 
this year?        (continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
The thing that I hope to accom-
plish this year is to help the 
student council, and in turn all 
of my peers by adding my own 
unique insight and enthusiasm 
to the Student Government-
program.

How will you make sure that 
your administration has a 
successful and productive 
relationship? 
I will make sure that the 
student government has a 
successful and productive 
relationship by trying to help 
the other people on the stu-
dent council accomplish their 
goals. In my speech, I did not 
outline any clear goals (as 
many of you have noticed, 
and expressed) but I do agree 
with a lot of what they want 
to do, and by helping them do 
it, is how I will make sure the 

student government is pro-
ductive.

If our Student Government 
was given $10,000, how 
would you suggest it be 
spent to have the greatest 
impact?
(If we were given $10,000 
I would  probably have to 
count it first.) I would sug-
gest spending it on things like 
fixing the vending machines, 
and other problems that stu-
dents have complained about 
in the past. So in short, I 
would not suggest using it on 
one thing, but many things. 
Making the lives of students 
better.

If you could eliminate any 
food from existence, what 
would it be and why?
Pizza. I just do not like 
pizza.

Why did you choose to run 
for the position of Secre-
tary?
I chose to run as Secretary 
because I was secretary in 
elementary school, but also 
because I like to write and 
take notes. I consider myself 
to have neat handwriting and 
wanted to make a difference 
in school without having a big 
role such as president or vice 
president. 

How will you support the 
other members of the SMS 
Student Government cabi-
net?
I will try to support the other 
members of the SMS Student 
Government cabinet by pro-
viding my ideas and the ideas 
of my peers during the meet-
ings. I want to try to think 
realistically, thinking about 
why or why not we should do 
something rather than rat-
tling off things that we should 
do without thinking about it. 
I want to make sure all of our 
ideas are discussed and I will 
take notes on what we say 
about each thing so that in the 
future, we remember what we 

previously thought about. 

What changes do you want 
to see at our school, and how 
will you help bring about 
those changes?
One change I want to see the 
school include more student 
involvement in spirit days. 
One way I will do this is mak-
ing spirit days something that 
people want to be part of and 
something that is fun rather 
than something that no one 
wants to participate in.  

What do you think is a bet-
ter method for taking notes: 
handwriting or typing?  
Why do you think this?
I like to write out my notes by 
hand first then when I have 
time, I type it up. I like writing 
by hand because it is more 
natural to me, and I am able 
to easily format how I want 
my notes to look rather than 
struggle on a Google Doc. 

What do you want others to 
know about you?
Something I want others to 
know about me is that when 
I am passionate about some-
thing, I will try my best to get 
it done. Even if I get annoyed 
or stressed with it, I normally 
end up going back to it at least 
an hour later. Another thing 
that I want others to know 
about me is that I want to be 
more open to ideas, so if there 
is anything that is within rea-
son, I will mention your ideas 
during meetings.

Student Government, continued

Josephine Wong, Secretary

Five Inspiring Quotes to Tell Others

by Max Kong and Michael Sun

If you just want to start a con-
versation, or you want to feel 
smart by saying something 
intelligent and inspiring, then 
you came to the right place – or 
the right article. Here are some 
inspiring quotes and their inter-
pretations.
“Our greatest glory is not in 
never falling, but in rising ev-
ery time we fall”  –  Confucius
This famous quote has been 
debated on who created it for 
a long time, but at the end, the 
quote is said to be crafted by 
Confucius, a very famous philos-
opher from ancient China. This 
quote means that we should be 
proud of what we have solved, 
not what we have avoided. An 
example of this can be used with 
an optional hard math test. You 
would be proud if you studied 
for and took the test. You should 
not be proud of avoiding the test, 
and not letting your average go 
down. The difference between 
this is the fact that you took the 
test, not avoided it. This quote 
is also saying that you should 
always try, alwaysl take the 
challenge, not step back from it.

“The way I see it, if you want 
the rainbow, you gotta put up 
with the rain.” - Dolly Parton
Dolly Parton explains so much in 
so few words.. The basic mean-
ing of this quote is you can’t 
earn something without working 
for it. Another way to put this 

is you can never reach your goal 
without reaching for it. This is 
obvious, but many people do not 
realize this. To become a writer, 
you need to practice and put in 
effort to be successful. To become 
an athlete, you have to put in the 
time and work to become one. The 
transformation does not happen 
overnight. It takes effort to finally 
get to the peak of the mountain. 

“Failure is not the opposite of 
success, it’s part of success.” - 
Arianna Huffington
Arianna Huffington is a success-
ful business owner. She says this 
quote on behalf of other business-
men, giving them a lesson in one 
sentence. Many businesspeople  
are scared to fail, and so they try 
not to by not taking risks with 
their business. But, as Arianna 
stated, not making a choice is 
actually making a choice. This is 
a mistake many people make, and 
it will lead them to failure. But, 
failure is not what you should 
fear, it is what you do with failure 
that can lead you to success. A 
simple way to explain this quote 
is you should learn from your 
mistakes to find the solution. 

“Out of the mountain of despair, 
a stone of hope.” - Martin Luther 
King Jr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. states 
that there is always hope in dif-
ficult situations. As some might 
say, there is always a spark of 
light in the dark. This relates 
to the time period during which 

Martin Luther King, Jr. lived, as 
blacks were struggling with seg-
regation. But, there were always 
people showing resistance, such 
as Rosa Parks and obviously 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Another 
way to interpret this is no matter 
how much despair there is, there 
is always an amount of hope. 
This quote explains many les-
sons in one sentence, too. Martin 
Luther King used different ways 
to convince people to follow his 
path, and quotes were part of of 
his powerful rhetoric.

“Everybody is a genius. But if 
you judge a fish by its ability 
to climb a tree, it will live it’s 
entire life believing that it is 
stupid.” - Albert Einstein
As a world-renowned genius, 
Albert Einstein really connects 

his way of thinking with other 
people. He explains that ev-
eryone is a genius in their own 
way, and, in his case, it was 
through math and science that 
he was able to showcase his own 
brilliance. He also encouraged 
people not to judge someone by 
something they cannot do, but, 
instead, by something tin which 
they excelled, such as not judg-
ing a fish by its ability to climb 
a tree, but to judge it by how it 
can swim. This will make anyone 
think about how good someone 
is at something and not how bad 
someone is at something.

We hope you learned something 
new from these powerful quotes, 
and we hope that you find an op-
portunity to use these quotes!
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Community Service
 

   Friday in the Front
 and a Veterans Day 

Tribute!Team Hero put bird 
silhouettes on the win-
dows in honor of Mr. 
Blum, who passed away 
last year.  Mr. Blum was 
the principal of South 
High School from 1969-
1992. Mr. Blum was a 
World War II veteran who 
helped defeat the Nazis.
He would often return to 
SMS for Veterans Day to 
share his stories about 
WWII with the students 
and staff.
The silhouettes help save 
birds’ lives by alerting 
them to windows so that 
they do not fly into the 
glass.
Any attempt to make the 
world around us better is 
a valid and worthy effort.

During the first quarter, 
the Community Action 
Committee particpated in 
its annual Sidewalk Chalk 
Event to spread messages 
of hope and cheer.  CAC also 
collected candy for Ron-
ald McDonald House.  In 
conjunction with Student 
Government, the CAC also 
helped to support a food 
drive for Great Neck’s own 
food pantry at St. Aloysius.

Congratulations to all those artists who have been named 
“Artist of the Month.”  We see you and applaud you for your 

tremendous creativity and passion for the arts!

A big “YOU DID IT!!!” to all of those P.E. students who 
pushed themselves during the annual SMS Turkey Trot!  

Way to take on the challenge, get some exercise, and have 
fun.  Here’s to YOU!


